
Study Methodology

Place:  		 25,000 questionnaires distributed in the Winter Texan Times
Date:  		  February 2008
Participants:	 903 completed questionnaires with 153 of completed online

Winter Texan Demographics

88.4% 69.5 36.4% 33.7% 86.3% $50k
Married Years old High school 

graduate
Some college Retired 1+ 

years
Household 

income

Winter Texans are younger, more educated and have higher incomes than the 64+ US popu-
lation and come from the following states/country:

Winter Texan Veteran Status

At least one member of 52.7 percent of Winter Texan 
households is a veteran of the U.S. military.

Winter Texan Study 2007-2008
Fast Facts

Figure 15: Veteran status

Veteran of the U.S. Military
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No
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Figure 14: Home state

Home State of Winter Texans
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7.9% 7.4% 6.9% 6.7%
4.5% 3.6% 2.9%

7.9%

25.1%



Valley Stay Characteristics

•  Stayed in the Valley 4.2 months this season
•  Had come to the Valley for 9.1 years, including this year
•  Reasons for coming to the Valley: 

90.9% 65.6% 54.7% 50.4%
Climate Winter vacation Friendly people Social reasons

•  While in the Valley, Winter Texans visited: 

89.3% 77.4% 60.5% 54.2%
Flea markets Mexico sites The beach Festivals

	  	              
•  While in the Valley, Winter Texans live in:

Winter Texan Computer Usage

70.9% 36.5% 63.2% 56% 66%
Internet 

subscription
@ home state

Are self-taught 
computer users 

Have intermediate 
computer 

knowledge level

Spend 1/2 hour 
or more each day 

e-mailing

Consider 
information 
important or 

very important in 
Internet use and 

gratification

Figure 17: Housing type

Housing Type of Winter Texans
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Winter Texan Health

54.6% 67% 55.6% 48% 3.0
Are in very good to 

excellent health
Have Medicare A 
and Medicare B

Have private 
insurance

Visited the doctor 
one or more times 
while in the Valley 

in the past two 
years

Average visits to 
the doctor while in 

the Valley

Winter Texan Valley Spending 2007-2008

 

Assuming 63,500 households, the direct economic impact on the Valley economy is 
about $606.7 million.

Copies of the complete report are available for $50 by contacting:

Penny Simpson, D.B.A., Director
Valley Markets and Tourism Research Center

The University of Texas-Pan American
College of Business Administration

1201 West University, Edinburg, Texas 78539
Phone:  956.381.3311

Fax:  956.381.3312
E-mail:  pmsimpson@utpa.edu

$9,555
per household

Winter Texan Monthly Expenditures

Eating out
$188.51

Transportation
$147.75

Housing
$496.05

Other
37.17%Groceries

$259.32

Clothing
$70.21

Utilities
$130.33

Medical
$86.85

Entertainment
$72.27

Winter Texan One-time Purchases

RV
$104.37

Property
$378.73

Mobile home
$801.70

Furniture
$136.06

Automobile
$478.89

Appliances
$79.10

Other
$15.28

Medical
$707.69

Travel Tours
$180.00

House/condo
$132.95

Electronics
$104.37


